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Lake Wise                                                                                   by The Water Quality Committee 

T he most effective way to share in 

the effort to protect and preserve 

our lake is to participate in Lake Wise.  

As many of you are aware, this program 

has been going on for several years and 

Seymour Lake has been awarded the 

Stateõs gold award for having at least 

15% of lakeshore properties receive 

individual awards. We currently have 

almost 50 total. 

While we are proud of this accom-

plishment, the program does not end 

here, but continues until most proper-

ties are in the program.  The more prop-

erties in, the more benefit to our won-

derful lake. 

This year is on track to be extremely 

busy this summer. Amy Picotte of VT 

Department of Environmental Conserva-

tion and her summer intern; Meg Carter 

at Northwoods and her two summer 

interns, will all be conducting evalua-

tions and re-evaluations this summer. 

We need to identify the following: 

¶ Lake shore owners who would like 

their first evaluation. 

¶ Properties with new owners since 

the property received the award to 

stress the importance of Lake Wise. 

¶ Owners ready for re-evaluations 

after changes to their property. 

The overall Lake Wise plan is for Meg 

to apply for a grant to fund conservation 

crews to install best management prac-

tices, as identified by evaluations, in a 

cost sharing program for those lake 

shore owners who want to participate.  

Please contact Peggy Barter to partici-

pate at  sla.newsletter.wq@gmail.com  ɹ

I  s the pandemic over? 

Thatõs the big ques-

tion that SLA has been 

facing this spring with 

our annual meeting and 

summer social. Ver-

montõs Governor on 

June 15th removed all 

Covid restrictions, there-

fore the annual meeting 

will be held in person. A 

decision on the social is 

still pending, so look for 

an email blast for our 

decision. Meanwhile, 

enjoy the beautiful 

weather weõre having. 

As you will see in the 

a r t i c l e s  i n s i d e 

this  newsletter, Sey-

mour Lakeõs water quali-

ty continues to be very 

good, the generosity of 

folks around the lake is 

wonderful, and hopefully 

we will have more smelt 

in the lake in a few 

years to make for better 

fishing. 

This will be my last 

Presidentõs Message as 

I will be stepping down 

after the annual meet-

ing. My successor who 

will be elected at the 

annual meeting, I have 

no doubt will provide 

excellent leadership and 

energy going forward. I 

have so enjoyed my time 

as president. Meeting 

lots of Seymour Lakers 

and working with fabu-

lous people on the 

board. We are all so 

lucky to have great peo-

ple step up and volun-

teer their time, energy, 

e x p e r i e n c e ,  a n d 

knowledge to better this 

great place that we all 

love. My wife, Candy 

Moot, who was great 

support for me over the 

last seven years, and I 

hope to continue meet-

ing new people around 

the lake.  ɹ

T he Greeter Program starts on Memo-

rial Day week end with no danger of 

missing earlier milfoil.  That is because  

most plant invasives have not started 

growing by June.  The plants that are grow-

ing haven't grown tall enough yet to break 

into fragments and litter the access areas 

exit ramps, so we often don't find any via-

ble fragments on trailers until closer to 

July. 

For Zebra Mussels, the veligers 

(microscopic final larval stage) are not via-

ble in water less than 50 degrees F.  Also, 

the colder the water, the less likely viable 

veligers will be present.  

The monitoring ends on October 31, 

when boat traffic is reduced, the end of 

fishing allowed, and a time of little  danger 

from milfoil infestation. ʴ 

 Boat Greeters     by Beth Torpey 
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This newsletter is a semiannual publication 

of the Seymour Lake Association, a 501 (c)

(3) tax exempt organization dedicated to the 

protection and preservation of Seymour 

Lake and the surrounding locality for the 

benefit of lake users, property owners, and 

residents of Morgan, Vermont. 

              Town of Morgan  www.townofmorgan.com 

SelectmenñRobert GuyerñChair 

                     Larry Labor 

                     Eric Pope 

Town Clerk/TreasurerñTammyLee Morin 

Asst. Town ClerkñAmanda Wright 

North Country School DirectorsñKelley Paul, Tammy                              

Lacourse, Danielle Blake 

 

Zoning OfficerñBeth Torpey, 802-895-3013      

                                                                            Seymour Lake Association 
P.O. Box 36 

Morgan, Vermont 05853 

Telephone: (802) 766-8895   Website: www.seymourlake.org 

Officers 

President: Chuck Nichols craynichols@me.com                                       cell 802-917-4282 

Vice President: Rhonda Shippee rlshippee@gmail.com   802-895-4461          cell 802-249-8878 

Treasurer:  Jean McKenny jmckenny@together.net  802-895-2942    home 802-766-8895  

Secretary:  Linda Buzzell t-lbuzzell@comcast.net                802-895-4175    home 603-448-3245 

Directors (Term Ends)    

  Bruce Barter ô21 Sean Selby ô22 Tim Buzzell ô23 

  Bonnie McWain ô21 Erik Lessing ô22 Tom Adams ô23 

  Charles Woods ô21 Frank Antonelli ô22 Bill Bilowus ô23 

Committee Members  

Activitiesééééééééé.Frank Antonelli     

Audit éééééééééééDoug Gimler 

Boatingééééééééé...Tim Buzzell, Bonnie McWain 

Dam/Lake LeveléééééTim Buzzell, Ron Kolar, Chuck Nichols, Erik Lessing, Candy Moot 

Fishing ééééééééé...Charles òWoodyó Woods, Bill Bilowus, Ron Frascoia, Matt Shippee 

Loons  é...éééééééé.Charles òWoodyó Woods, Denis Fortin, Nancy Bowen,  Eli Antonova  

Maps éééééééééé...Chuck Nichols 

Membership éééééé...Tom Adams, Bruce Barter, Tim Buzzell, Gerry Cahill, Erik Lessing, Ann Torpey, Chris Blais, Bonnie 

McWain, Brenda Wierschke  

Milfoil éééééééééé..Chuck Nichols, Beth Torpey, David Wieselmann 

Newsletter ééééééé...Erik Lessing, Bruce Barter, Candy Moot 

Nominating ééééééé..Tim Buzzell, Bonnie McWain, Sean Selby 

Water Qualityéééééé...Peggy Barter, Frank Antonelli, Tom Emery, Bill Kilpatrick, Dan Barry, Gerry Cahill, Kenni Friere, 

                                                                   Beth Torpey, Ron Kolar, David Wieselmann, Erik Lessing, Tracey Shadday, Rhonda  

                                                                   Shippee, Charles Woods, Andy Barter 

Volunteer Invasive Patrollers (VIP): David Wieselmann: Ray Buldoc, Lee McLendon, Candy Moot, Janet Selby, Cindy Smith, Kit 

Walker, Betsy Walkerman, Gerry Cahill, Erik Lessing, Peggy Barter  

WebSite: éééééééé..Karen Abada, Candy Moot, Chuck Nichols, Erik Lessing, Andy Barter, Rhonda Shippee 

 

Note: Name underllined is Committee Chair.  Others are Committee Members. 

G reeters at the Boat Launch:  Bud Bergh, Kristchan Selby, Kim Hier, Steve Sheltry, Joe DeSena, Dave Siciliano, Dennis 

Ullery, Liam Torpey, May Hanlon  

Recognition 

The newsletter is paid in part with support from VT Depart-

ment of Environmental Conservation funds. ʴ 

For questions regarding Shoreland Protection Permitting, 

the contact person is Lindsay Miller who can be reached at 

Lindsay.Miller@vermont.gov and 802-490-6200.  ɹ

Shoreland Protection Permitting 

mailto:Lindsy.Miller@vermont.gov
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Relentless Generosity                                                                                               by Candy Moot 

I  f you already know David Wiesel-

mann, as so many around Seymour 

Lake do, you'll already understand why 

he's so incredibly well liked. The words 

smart, talented, handsome, kind and 

funny come to mind. And if you don't 

know him yet, there's a treat in store for 

you when you do meet him! 

David was first introduced to our 

membership in earlier SLA newsletters. 

David, his Mom and his sister have a 

camp in Seymour East, and David di-

rects Seymour's Vermont Invasive Pa-

trollers (VIPs) program, and those of us 

who kayak around the lake all summer 

looking for invasive species report back 

to him. David and his family have deep 

roots in the Kingdom...as a matter of 

fact, his grandfather was Harold Web-

ster who built many camps on Seymour, 

was born in Morgan, and worked on the 

railroad in Island Pond. You may also 

remember that David is a paraplegic, 

having had a mountain biking accident 

at Burke about ten years ago, leaving 

him paralyzed from the chest down. 

Also in an SLA email, we told you 

about our drive to design and raise 

money for a lift system so that David 

could independently get in and out of 

his kayak, and back into his wheel chair 

after his daily kayak rides around the 

lake. Thanks for the design of this struc-

ture go  to our own Erik Lessing, with 

the main FLOE dock components sup-

plied by Gervais Ace Hardware in Island 

Pond. I know with certainty that Erik 

alone put in hundreds of hours design-

ing this lift. This project was Erik's brain-

child, and few of us (including his wife, 

Rhealene) have seen little of him since 

its inception because it has been all-

consuming. The actual building of the 

structure was done by Reno Gervais, 

Dan Brush, and Peter Goodell using 

Renoõs large, heated garage. This pro-

ject would not have happened without 

the three of them. These nearby photos 

show the shake down cruise of the 

structure on June 5th. 

But the main purpose of this article is 

to thank all the unsung heroes of Sey-

mour East, who enthusiastically and 

continuously for years and years, have 

lifted David in and out of his kayak. 

These families (men, women and adult 

children!) include but are not limited to 

the Emerys, Torpeys, Pratts, Rehors, 

Currans, Charvats, Bouchers, Greens, 

Gobillots, Maizes, and also include re-

turning renters like the MacLeays and 

Lockes. Although others around the 

lake have enthusiastically helped David 

when asked, and while nearly 100 SLA 

members contributed to the cost of this 

lift,  it's The Unsung Heroes of Seymour 

East who quietly, repeatedly, and with-

out fanfare or recognition, have helped 

their friend and neighbor.  

When you talk to Davidõs friends and 

neighbors, they all sound like Peggy 

Curran Charvat. òIt was a joy to help 

David,ó Peggy said. òIt wasnõt a chore ... 

we all took turns, and David would di-

rect us. It was good for him and a true 

pleasure for us. In my family, we all 

helped: sisters, brothers, parents, and 

kids. And we all got pretty good at it,ó 

she noted proudly. 

So, if you see David paddling around 

the lake, I have no doubt that he'll en-

courage you to join him. But take a mi-

nute to go back with him to his camp, 

and read the plaque on his lift that 

reads: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Thanks to all who've worked to make 

this project happen. But especially to 

our good friends of Seymour East. Sey-

mour Lake is truly a place of relentless 

generosity. ʴ 

This structure is dedicated 
to the many unsung peo-
ple in Seymour East, who, 
for many years,  helped 
David pursue his favorite 
activity of kayaking on 
Seymour Lake. 

Start of prototype day showing 

Chuck Nichols, David, Erik Les-

sing (bending), Dan Brush, and 

Chris Gobillot at the start of the 

prototype effort,. 

 David and his mother, Joyce, surround-

ed by Erik Lessing and Dan Brush after 

the debugging of the prototype. 

David successfully in the kayak assisted 

by Chris Gobillot adjusting the hoist ca-

bles to the sling around David. 

David, Chuck, Dan (hidden), Erik, 

and Chris working. Note the trolley 

and hoist hanging from the I-Beam. 


