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Presidentds Message by Chuck Nichols

ple of years. The Town of Morgan aske
the Vermont Public Service Board (PSH
to reconsider their decision granting
approval to the solar project off Valley
Road. That request was made in Sep
tember 2016, and the Town still has not

ello everyone,

Winter is almost over, and sprin
and summer and warm weather aren’
far away. | hope everyone had a fu
winter, but I'm sure you're looking for
ward to sunshine, warmth, and fun

around the lake. while, the developer has proceeded

Your Seymour Lake Association (SLA)with work at the site. The developet
board has been busy this winter setting does this work at his own risk, and if the
up programs for the summer. The SLA PSB were to reverse their decision, thg
Water Quality Committee will be helping developer would have to remove all tha;
to administer the Lake Wise program has been done.
which provides property owners help t
keep the lake clean. Also this summe
there's going to be a water monitorin
program on the various tributaries com
ing into Seymour Lake. We're also tryin
to determine what to do about the in-
creasing sediment at the boat access
For more information, see Peggy Bat-
ter's articles herein. | commend Pegg However, in Holland it's a different
and her committee for all the work they| story. The PSB has granted approval fg
put in on these programs. Let's makg a wind measuring device for the indus

No news is good news on the indus|
trial wind front in Morgan. There hag
been no activity at all. Over 92% of re|
spondents (with an unusually high re
sponse rate) to an SLA survey regardin
industrial wind development in Morgan
opposed industrial wind in Morgan.

Seymour Lake a 0 Golltrgl wind rrejectvprogosed in|Hallansl |
Amazingly, the applicant does not have

With regard to the lake level, | wa
very surprised last summer after doin
numerous measurements at the lake
pins (these are a standard measure o
Seymour Lake's water level) that th
water level remained almost in the mid{ annual meeting did approve $10,000 in
dle zone between the pins for the entirg the budget to use, if necessary, to pro
summer even as dry as it was. So, our tect the interests of the Town regarding
lake remained pretty consistent through| any industrial wind or solar applica
the summer while other Vermont lakeq tions.
saw considerable drops in their lake
levels.

to share any of the results of the wind
measuring device with others so that
they could evaluate the proposal.

The Town of Morgan at its March

| hope to see everyone at the SLA
annual meeting on July 22th at the Mor-

Enjoy Doug Gimler's article about th
eagles. My wife, Candy, and | are luc
in that the eagles have chosen a tre
near our property to sit sometimes fo
hours, and we get to enjoy their pres
ence.

This year's SLA summer social will agai
be August 5th at Camp Winag&thank

The format will be the same with each
member bringing an appetizer to share
and what he or she would like to drink|
Look in your mail for a postcard to beg
mailed in early July with more details.

Let me give you a little update on th
industrial wind and solar issues that
have surrounded us over the last cou

received any word from the PSB. Mean-

gan Community Hall from 9 AM to noon|.

you Ron and Janet Kolar and family}

d

As always, SLA can use your help.

)Look at the list of committees on the
second page of this newsletter and

please volunteer. It may be a little work

- but there will be lots of fun. We need

you!

| would like to thank the SLA board
and officers and volunteers. They are a
great group of people and work very
| hard for all of our interests. It is great
[ fun being a part of the board and also
getting to know more and more people

around the | ake. 1

Statebds Bird Pppu

\

Common yellowthroat declined 79%

ewer birds appear to live in Ver-
mont today than 25 years ago,
according to recent research by the
Vermont Center for Ecostudies.
The most dramatic declines in bird

populations were seen among those
that live off flying insects, scientists

say. Known as aerial insectivores, this

diverse group of birds hasleclined 45
percent in Vermont, according to the
study & reported bywTDigger.org

The study focused on 11 species of

aerial insectivores said Steve Faccio,

one of the study?d
of birds includes the tree swallow, the
yellowbellied flycatcher, the chimney
swift and the eastern wood pewee.

Cf. quote on page 5 on insects.
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https://ndownloader.figshare.com/files/8175131
http://vtecostudies.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/04/aerial-insectivore-chart.jpg
http://vtecostudies.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/04/aerial-insectivore-chart.jpg
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Seymour 0s Bal

d Eagl es

Doug Gimler

t was in November of 2011 that |
was first able to capture a photo o
an elusive bald eagle that had bee

own leg band color. Red was
the color for Maine. Contact-
ing the Maine Fish and Wild-

hanging around Seymour Lake. A php-life Department put me in

to revealed a red band on his right le
with 2K engraved on it. Internet re

Fledglmg 2K at 8 Weeks in his blrthln
nest in Maine. Photo by BRI

search yielded more about this strikin
bird of prey. 2K still had brown on hi
head so he was a juvenile. A bald eg-
gl eds head does

white until they reach maturity at 4 to 5
years of age. During research to lear
more about 2K, | discovered that the
six New England states each have thei

touch with an organization
named Biodiversity Research
Institute (BRI) out of Portland
Maine. They provided me with
some background on 2K:

Hat ched: May |2
Locati on: Rapi
in the River,
Oxford Count ¥y,
Banded by Dr.
Evers of BRI

See map showing Pond in
the River in Maine. Bald ea-
gles fly at about 40 mph so a
52 mile trip as the eagle flies,
is just a short hop away.

| finally took some decent
photos of 2K in 2013 and in

$q14 % qel hboré; d’l%l e& »;f*‘

wo ba d eag es arfound.
had apparently found a mate,
and in the fall of that year, |
was able to get a couple of
shots of a juvenile bald eagle
and photos of another juve-
nile in 2016. Seeing the two
of them together, you will be
able to tell the female from
the male (2K) by the differ-
ence in their size as the fe-
male is about 25% larger. We
can only hope that these
magnificent birds stay in the
area and occasionally allow
us a glimpse of them. See
Dougds website
gan Store for more excellent
pictures. !
www.nhekwildlifephoto.com
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